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immediately fled into the Belgic country, raised a band
of desperate robbers, and committed frightful ravages
over the whole district. The king had no forces at
hand to repress these outrages ; he had recourse to the
bishops, who, as Carloman had received deacon's orders,
were urged to interpose their authority. The bandit's
companions were excommunicated, and condemned, if
they should be taken, to death. Carloman himself,
having deceived his father by the promise of surrender,
appeared again at the head of his robbers in Lorraine,
ravaged the country around Toul, and crossed the
mountains (the Vosges) into Burgundy. The bishops
were preparing to take the extreme measure of degra-
dation against the apostate ecclesiastic and unnatural
son. To their amazement, Carloman having made a
secret appeal to the Pope, letters from Hadrian
appeared, espousing the cause of the robber
and rebel in terms of unprecedented vehemence. Resent-
ment for the disobedience of Charles, in the seizure of
Lothair's dominions, was almost the avowed cause of
this extraordinary step. "Not only, 0 king, hast thou
usurped the realm of others, but, surpassing the wild
beasts in cruelty, thou hast not in thy rage respected
thine own entrails, thy son Carloman. Like the ostrich,
as we read in the holy book of Job, thou hast hardened
thine heart to thy son, as though he were not thy son.
Thou hast not only deprived him of his father's favour,
and of all his benefices, but thou hast banished him from
thy kingdom, and, what is more impious, endeavoured
to procure his excommunication. But Carlomau has
appealed to the Apostolic See, and by the Apostolic
authority we command thee to refrain from thy cruelty,
and exhort thee, not, contrary to the apostle's admoni-
tion, to provoke thy children to wrath. Eestore him